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General Overview

• You will begin to think more explicitly about how texts are 
constructed (structure) in order to create meaning.

• The process of discussing how texts create meaning is called 
discourse analysis.

• You will be looking at a vast range of different texts as well as 
producing your own texts in a variety of styles.

• You will reflect on your own writing and the choices you make as 
a speaker/writer.

• You will widen your technical vocabulary (lexicon) for critical 
analysis.



Assessment Objectives
These three assessment objectives form the basis for assessing your 
knowledge and understanding as you progress through the skills and 
content taught by the Cambridge International AS Level syllabus

• AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of 
texts.

• AO2: Write effectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately for a 
range of audiences and purposes.

• AO3: Analyze the ways in which writers' and speakers' choices of 
form, structure and language produce meaning and style.



Course Key Concepts

• KC1:  Text and Context—All texts exist and are informed by the 
circumstances of production, communication, and reception.

• KC2:  Meaning and Style—Choices regarding form, structure, and 
language to create a distinctive style.

• KC3:  Audience—Who is reading/listening to the text.

• KC4:  Creativity—Can read and write in a range of forms and contexts.



How the Coursebook is Structured

• Section 1:  Introduction to AS Level English Language.  Introduced to the 
relevant tools and skills for language analysis and response which you will 
need throughout the course.

• Section 2:  Exploring Text Types.  Explore the conventions of different text 
types.  

• Section 3: Reading Skills—Direct Response.  Learn the skills of writing 
appropriately for a directed response.

• Section 4: Reading Skills—Text Analysis.  Learn skills for successful text 
analysis, including organizing and structuring a response.  

• Section 5:  Writing Skills—Shorter Writing and Reflective Commentary.  
Learn skills for writing a shorter written response, and how to structure a 
commentary to reflect on your own writing.  

• Section 6:  Writing Skills—Extended Writing.  Develop your abilities in 
extended writing (imaginative, descriptive, discursive, critical response, and 
review).



Variety of Texts

During this course, 
you will be asked to 
engage with a wide 
variety of different 
sorts of texts, and 
you will need to be 
sure that you have 
read examples of the 
following different 
genres (types of 
writing).

• Advertisements

• Brochures

• Leaflets

• Editorials

• New stories

• Articles

• Reviews

• Blogs

• Investigative 
journalism

• Letters

• Podcasts

• Biographies and 
Autobiographies

• Essays

• Speeches 

• Narrative 

• Descriptive writing



How Will I Be Assessed?  
Day 1:  Paper 1 Reading (2 hours and 15 minutes)

• You will have to answer two sets of questions (Section A and Section B).  Both
sections are worth 50 marks in total.

• Section A, Question 1: Directed response (25 marks total)
• Question 1a:  Directed response (10 marks)

• You have to read a text (550-750 words) and then write a piece (150-200 words) in a 
different genre using information from the given text.

This part of the exam aims to assess your ability to:

• Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts.

• Write effectively, accurately, and appropriately for a range of audiences and 
purposes



Section A, Continued

Question 1b: Comparative commentary (15 marks)

• You need to compare the form, language, and structure of 
your own writing with that of the original.

• This part of the exam aims to assess your ability to:
• Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts.
• Analyze the ways in which writers' and speakers' choices of form, 

structure and language produce meaning and style.

• You get fewer marks for Question 1a than for Question 1b, so 
you need to divide your time to reflect those different 
proportions.



Section B, Question 2: Text Analysis (25 marks)

• You will have to read a text (550 – 750 words) and analyze the ways in
which the writer’s or speaker’s choices of form, language, and 
structure produce meaning and style (rhetorical analysis).

• This part of the exam aims to assess your ability to:
• Demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts.
• Identify and explain: specific choices the writer makes in sentence 

and/or paragraph structure, use of rhetorical devices, lexicon,
style, etc.

These objectives are the same as for Question 1b, but the task demands 
a longer, more detailed analysis.



Day 2:  Paper 2 Writing (2 hours)

You must complete two sets of questions. The paper as a whole is worth 50 marks

Section A, Question 1: Shorter writing and reflective commentary (25 
marks total)

Question 1a: Shorter writing (15 marks)

Produce a short piece of writing (no more than 400 words) in one of a variety of 
styles/genres. This part of the exam is to assess your ability to:

• Write effectively, accurately, and appropriately for a range of audiences and purposes.

Question 1b: Reflective commentary (10 marks)

You will be asked to write a reflective commentary where you discuss how your linguistic
choices contributed to you successfully completing the writing task.

This part of the exam aims to assess your ability to:

• Analyze the ways in which writers' and speakers' choices of form, structure and language 
produce meaning and style.



Section B, Question 2: Extended writing (25 marks)
You will be asked to write at more length, producing about 600 – 900 words. 

This part of the exam aims to assess your ability to:
• Write effectively, accurately, and appropriately for different audiences and purposes.

You could be asked to write in any of the forms/genres that are listed below.
You  will choose one of the three provided writing prompts:
• Imaginative/Descriptive
• Discursive/Argumentative
• Review/Critical



The Process of Creating Text

• The writer or speaker begins with a purpose (an intention for the text)

• And then chooses a genre (type of writing: for example, a diary, a leaflet).

• He/she then thinks about how to shape the text for an audience (the 
person/people who will listen to or read this text).

• At the same time the writer or speaker needs to consider the context (the 
situation in which the audience will receive the text).

• Once that is done, the text creator must choose an appropriate form
(shape and lengths)

• And start to consider appropriate words (style) in order to create an 
effective TEXT.



Key Terms for Text Analysis

Non-fiction: Writing which draws on factual information for its core 
content.

Tone: The mood or emotion which dominates the text.

Register: The general level of language used for a particular 
purpose; generally categorized into formal, informal, and slang.

Voice: The distinctive perspective of the writer.

Genre: The particular category of a written text (ex. Sci-fi; 
biography).

Style: The ways in which the different language and literary 
components combine to give a text its unique character.

Context: When and where the text was written and set.



Remember! 

It is not enough to use the term or simply 
identify an example – you must show its 
effects within the passage you are analyzing!



Understanding Style and Language

• Style: The ways in which the different language, literary 
components, and/or rhetorical devices combine to give a 
text its unique character. 

• Language: The register, the vocabulary, the grammar, the 
choice of tense and narrative viewpoint.

• Form: The overall structure and how the text or material 
is organized.



By looking at the various stages of text production, you are starting to engage with the 
construction of texts. You will have noticed that although this is a course in English language, 
we have thus far avoided any mention of things like grammar. That’s not because they are 
unimportant, but because the primary function of the analysis you will be expected to do 
focuses on patterns of language and the social and cultural contexts in which it is used. Your 
main focus is language in use. 

So as you read, speak, or listen, you need to be constantly asking yourself the following 
questions:

• What is the text trying to do? (Purpose)

• Who is it trying to communicate these ideas to? (Audience)

• Where will this text appear? (Context)

• What does it look or sound like? (Form/Structure)

ALL of these things exist within a piece of writing.


